
Freedom in the Capital
Contrabands of the Civil War 

THE INTERIOR MUSEUM PRESENTS

Before the Emancipation Proclamation, refugees from slavery came flooding into Washington, DC.  
Considered free and contrabands of war, they set up camps, looked for work, and joined the military.  

National Park Service Manager of the National Capital Region National Underground Railroad  
Network to Freedom Jenny Masur will discuss the life of refugees in Washington during the Civil War. 
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Army Teamsters in Cobb Hill, Virginia, 1864.
Courtesy of the Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division,  
LC-DIG-ppmsca-11338

Special Assistance

 For those in need of 
special assistance  

(such as an interpreter 
for the hearingimpaired) 

or inquiries regarding 
the accessible entrance, 

please notify museum 
staff at (202) 208-4743 

 in advance of the event.   
Special needs will 
be accommodated 
whenever possible.
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